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WOW - Working On Watersheds

The Board of Water and Soil Resources
(BWSR) established the Shell Rock River

Watershed District (SRRWD) in June 2003 for the

purpose of improving water quality. The District

was formed in response to a petition by 755 resident ®

land owners.

The SRRWD encompasses 246 square miles, all

within Freeborn County (Figure 1). This watershed  managers of the SRRWD Board. The board terms
drains to the Shell Rock River, which flows into the are for 3 years. The SRRWD levies tax money

Cedar, lowa and finally Mississippi Rivers. It
includes 11 lakes, many of them wetlands a few

acres in size.

The four main lakes are:
Pickerel (715 acres)
Lake Chapeau (175 acres)

Fountain Lake (500 acres)

e Albert Lea Lake (2,600 acres)

The Freeborn County Board appoints the 7

separate from the County. The SRRWD also writes

and implements its own rules, which carry the force

of law. Under an intergovernmental agreement, the
SRRWD pays Freeborn County for office facilities
and technician time.

Shell Rock River Watershed District
2004 Combined Statement of Revenue and Expenditures

Revenue Revised 2004 Budget 2004 Actual
General Fund Tax Levy $303,800.00 $258,137.40
Market Value Aid from State — 42.318.32
Survey & Data Acquisition Levy — —
County Loan 95,000.00 50,000.00
Interest Income 100.00 388.01
Reimbursements’ 677.00 1,004.60
Total Revenue $399.577.00 $351,848.33
Expenditures Revised 2004 Budget 2004 Actual
1.0 Personnel $38,341.00 32,732.23
2.0 Travel 12,800.00 2,596.21
3.0 Personnel Training 6,100.00 2,425.00
4.0 Office Expense? 17,250.00 14,245.16
5.0 Professional Service? 92,565.00 48,627.38
6.0 Capital Expenses® — 4,263.60
7.0 Project Expenses’ 62,202.00 6,362.07
8.0 Data Acquisition — —
9.0 Debt Service 47,500.00 46,125.00
10.0 Matching Grants 51,424.00 —_
11.0 Miscellaneous 5,000.00 147.14
12.0 Reserve 10,000.00 —
Total Expenditures $343.182.00 $157,523.79
Surplus $ 56.395.00 $194.324.54

2) Includes $10,000 to county for office facility

4) For water monitoring equipment

1) Includes City and County share for marking buoys

3) Includes $20,000 to County for professional services

5) Includes Pickerel Lake reclamation & water monitoring that will now be spent in 2005

Mission Statement

The Shell Rock River Watershed District mission is to implement

reasonable and necessary improvements to the water-related and other

natural resources of the District. Many water-related issues are
currently being addressed by one or more local, State, and Federal
government agencies. The Board will review current levels of

enforcement, funding, and labor available to fully achieve stated goals.

The Board may increase the extent or pace of implementation by

providing the necessary leadership, and assist with funding, volunteer

support, and services necessary.

STAFF

Administrator:
Cathy Rofshus

Technician:
Andy Henschel
Freeborn County

Environmental Services

CONSULTANTS

Attorney

Kurt Deter
Rinke Noonan
300 US Bank Plaza Bldg
1015 West St. Germain
Suite 300
P.O. Box 1497
St. Cloud, MN 56302-1497
320-251-6700

Engineer
Wenck Associates, Inc.
1800 Pioneer Creek Center
P.O. Box 249
Maple Plain, MN 55359
763-479-4200

Accountant

Albert Lea Tax Service,
LLC
220 W. Clark St.
Albert Lea, MN 56007
507-377-1625

Recording Secretary

Irene Anderson
22903 790™ Ave.
Albert Lea, MN 56007
507-256-4478

Harley Miller*

BOARD OF MANAGERS

Harley Miller, Chair
Term: 6-25-07
2502 So. Shore Dr.
Albert Lea, MN 56007
507-373-0900

Alan Bakken, Vice Chair
Term: 6-25-07
16691 740th Ave
Albert Lea, MN 56007
507-373-6686

Ken Nelson
Term: 6-25-06
20681 794™ Ave
Albert Lea, MN 56007
507-377-1512

Paul Overgaard, Treasurer
Term: 6-25-07
1728 Bay Oaks Dr.
Albert Lea, MN 56007
507-373-8510

Gary Pestorious
Term: 6-25-05
20770 707™ Ave
Albert Lea, MN 56007
507-373-6758

Roger Peterson
Term: 6-25-05
25619 750™ Ave.
Clarks Grove, MN 56016
507-826-3229

Don Sorensen, Secretary
Term: 6-25-06
72823 220" St.
Albert Lea, MN
507-373-4925

Regular Board Meetings
3 p.m.
Third Tuesday of the

month
Freeborn County
Highway Dept.
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Activities for 2003-2004

Water Management Plan

The SRRWD Board spent 2003 writing
its Water Management Plan, which was
approved by the Board of Water and Soil
Resources in 2004.

Copies of the Plan are available at the
District’s office in the Freeborn County
Government Center and at
www.shellrock.org.

District Rules

The District met with representatives of
the City, County, SWCD, DNR, MPCA
and other agencies to discuss and draft its
rules. The District formally adopted its
rules in May 2004.

Copies of the Rules are available at the
District’s office in the Freeborn County
Government Center and at
www.shellrock.org.

Workshop on Albert Lea Lake-Shell
Rock River Dam

The District held a workshop on the dam
in July 2004 with representatives of
Freeborn County and City of Albert Lea.
After discussing the history and current
problems of the dam, the representatives
agreed to pursue Requests for Proposals
for dam replacement. The County
Engineer is writing the RFPs, which are
scheduled to go out to engineering firms
in 2005.

Lakescaping for Wildlife and
Water Quality

The District sponsored a Lakescaping
workshop, led by Connie Fortrin and
Carolyn Dindorf of Fortrin Consulting,
with the County, City and Audubon
Society. More than 90 people attended the
workshop. The District organized the
advertising of the workshop, which
included radio spots, media interviews, a
page on the City’s web site, and a
full-page ad, sponsored by local
businesses, in the Albert Lea.

To encourage shoreland restoration, the

District started a grant program in 2004

and chose three homeowners for $500

grants in spring 2005:

®Bob and Erna Berthelsen on Lake
Chapeau

oBill Howe on Fountain Lake

oChris Utz on Albert Lea Lake

Conservation Technician
At the request of the Freeborn
County Farm Service Agency,
the District agreed to fund a
full-time Conservation
Technician. This technician will
work out of the FSA office in
Albert Lea, which will provide
equipment, office space and
supervision. The Technician
will provide “start-to-finish”
service for land owners and
producers signing up for
conservation programs. The
District will provide wages,
mileage and benefits for the
position. Both the FSA and
District hope to have a
technician in place in 2005.

Pickerel Lake
Subwatershed

In 2004, after a massive fish kill
in Albert Lea Lake due to low
oxygen levels, the DNR
approached the District about a
reclamation plan for Pickerel
Lake. This lake is the “top” of
the watershed as water flows
north from it, through Shoff
Creek, into Fountain Lake, then
Albert Lea Lake, and finally the
Shell Rock River.

In response, the District
chose the Pickerel Lake
Subwatershed for its first
project area. The District
formed a subcommittee, held
several public meetings, and
drafted a water management
plan. The District intends to
finish the plan and
implement a reclamation of
Pickerel Lake in 2005.

White Lake

(Lake Chapeau)

The District chose this lakeshed
for its second project area.
Public meetings will begin in
January 2005 for writing the
lakeshed’s water management
plan.

Sales Tax
Funding

The District and
City of Albert
Lea agreed that
the City will
pursue a local
sales tax to fund
lake cleanup
projects decided
by the District.

The District adopted its 5-year strategic plan and
set priorities for 2005 at its Dec. 14, 2004 meeting:

Top Priorities for 2005

e Conduct a comprehensive public education program

e Complete water management plans for Pickerel
Lake Subwatershed and White Lake (Lake Chapeau)
Lakeshed

e Implement reclamation of Pickerel Lake

e Start planning for study of storm water in City of
Albert Lea

e Establish greenbelt around Pickerel Lake

e Continue water monitoring to establish current level
of water quality

e Seek engineering proposals for replacement of the
dam on Albert Lea Lake-Shell Rock River

e FEstablish local sales tax with City of Albert Lea for
funding lake cleanup

e Establish technician position with Farm Service
Agency to increase amount of rural acres in
conservation programs in District

e Start planning for Fountain Lake Lakeshed

e Work with other groups that want to improve and
protect waterways
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Because water does not follow .
political boundaries, it makes
sense to manage natural resources =
on a watershed basis. This type of
management allows for an overall,
holistic approach to resource
conservation.
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