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iver Watershed District

Annual Report for the Shell Rock River Watershed District
2006 Annual Meeting at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, March 13, at Albert Lea City Council Chambers

ERiewi_
FARREGTS £

Established:
June 25, 2003
By Citizen Petition

Address:
c/o Freeborn County
Government Center

411 S. Broadway / PO. Box 1147
Albert Lea, MN 56007

Telephone: 507-377-5785

Fax: 507-377-5785
i Email:
; shellrockwatershed@co.freeborn.mn.us
i
i Included counties:
5 P | " Freeborn
[ ]
Watershed Quick Facts
District Size: 246 Square Miles Number of Staff: 5
Maijor Lakes: Pickerel, White (Chapeau), Fountain, Albert Lea, Upper and Lower Twin
Watershed Drains to: Shell Rock River, then to the Cedar River, the lowa River,and finally the Mississippi River
Impaired Waters: State and federal governments list 9.8 miles of the Shell Rock River
as impaired for fecal coliform bacteria and turbidity
Funding: 2006 Administrative Levy of $250,000 and Local Option Sales Tax of $541,164
Board of Managers
Name Position Address Telephone
Alan Bakken Chairperson 16691 740th Avenue, Albert Lea, MN 56007 507-373-6686

Gary Pestorious Vice Chairperson

20770 707th Avenue, Albert Lea, MN 56007

507-373-6758

Clayton Petersen Treasurer 22108 720th Avenue, Albert Lea, MN 56007 507-373-0061
Art Ludtke Secretary 1114 Wood Park Ln, Albert Lea, MN 56007 507-377-1522
Harley H. Miller Manager 909 Luther Place #100, Albert Lea, MN 56007 |507-373-0900
Roger L. Peterson Manager 25619 750th Avenue, Clarks Grove, MN 56016 |507-826-3229
Brett Richards Manager 662 Meadow Lane, Albert Lea, MN 56007 507-256-7580

Board Appointments:
Under Minnesota Statute 103D,
the Freeborn County Board
appoints the Board of Managers
for the Watershed District. Each manager

Annual Meeting:
7 p.m. Tuesday, March 13,
at Albert Lea City Council Chambers,
221 E. Clark St.
The meeting will air on

i V| (e 4

District Administrator:

Brett Behnke
507-402-4806
Office located in the historic
Freeborn County Courthouse
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2006 Expenditures
Property Tax Levy & Grants $333,623

Personnel $181,852
Travel and Training 17,167
Office 14,262
Professional Services 72,167
Projects 48,175
Total $333,623

Local Half-Cent Sales Tax $541,164

Erosion and Water Control $27,231
Albert Lea Lake Dam 72,113
Subwatershed Projects 45,605
Dredging Elements 48,901
Water Monitoring 47,843
Rural Sewage Management 10,190
Total $251,883
Funds rolled over to 2007  $289,281

Fund-Raising to Date
State Matching Funds

Albert Lea Lake Dam $250,000
Storm water retention areas 790,000
Volunteer water monitoring 112,300

Feedlot Best Management Practices 20,500
Total $1,172,800

Future Projecis

1. Construction of a new dam on Albert Lea
Lake in cooperation with Freeborn County
and local stakeholders.

2. ISTS compliance program in cooperation
with Freeborn County.

3. Implement subwatershed plans, including:
o Reclamation of Pickerel Lake
with the DNR
o Streambank repairs in the
Wedge Creek Subwatershed
« Construction of stormwater retention
areas throughout the District

4. Planning for dredging of Fountain and
Albert Lea Lakes.

Regular Meetings
8:30 a.m. the second Tuesday of
each month at the Albert Lea
City Council Chambers, 221 E. Clark St.

Meetings air on Charter Communications
Channal TA

District’s Top 10 Projects

1. The District, when established in 2003, started a comprehensive water monitoring
program of three lakes and 10 stream sites. This water monitoring shows that sediment
and phosphorus are the top pollutants in local waters. Sediment is soil that has eroded
into waters. Phosphorus is the nutrient that fuels algae bloom:s.

2. As a newly formed government unit, the Shell Rock River District conducted a wide
scale informational program on the "who, what, when, why and how" of the District. This
program included media coverage, a web site, and several presentations.

3. Public  education
continues to be fop priority.
This program, through

workshops and hands-on
projects, educates residents
on what they can do help
improve water quality.

4. To increase conservation ‘;
acreage, the  District [
partners with the Freeborn |
County  Farm  Service
Agency fo fund a full-fime
technician. This fech works

with land owners to enroll

acres in federal and state
conservation programs.
B. To fund erosion control

projects, such as gully repairs,
that do not quadlity for federal or

The District led about 20 people on a canoe frip
down the Shell Rock River In June, from Glenville to
near the lowa border. Participants reported seeing
12 species of birds, several fish and a few deer.
Photo courtesy of the Albert Lea Tribune

state funding, the District established a cost-share program.

6. To decrease sediment and phosphorus loads to local waters, the District provides

funding for rock inlefs, totaling 11 inlets in the
first year of the program with 15 scheduled for
spring 2007.

7. The District conducted a feasibility study on
replacement of the Albert lea Lake dam,
which is 80 years old and crumbling.

8. The District partnered with the City of Albert
lea and local groups to establish secure
sources of funding that do not add to the
property tax burden. In 2005, Albert lea
voters approved a half-cent local option sales
tax to fund watershed projects. The District
also partners with other groups who raise
money for education and lake projects.

9. The District works with local contractors to
ensure stormwater control on construction
sites.

10. The District started sediment probing and
sampling of Fountain and Albert Lea Lakes as
the preliminary work for dredging.

Engineer Jeff 222 of Wenck Assciafes,
inserts a probe through the ice on
Fountain Lake in February 2006. The
probings will help map the boitom
sediment off the lake for deferming
dredging plans. Photo courtesy of the
Albert Lea Tribune



