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Shell Rock River Watershed District
Regular Meeting Minutes
February 11, 2020

Managers present: Dan DeBoer, Mick Delger, Al Bakken, and Joe Pacovsky
Managers absent: Brad Kramer, Gary Pestorious, and Mike Hanson

Manager Delger called the Regular Meeting to order February 11, 2020 at 8:30 a.m. at the Albert
Lea City Council Chambers, 221 East Clark Street, Albert Lea, MN 56007.

Manager Bakken offered the following motion:

Move to approve the consent agenda as follows:
Minutes of the November 20, 2019 Citizen Advisory Committee
Minutes of the January 14, 2020 SRRWD Monthly Board Meeting
January 2020 Treasurer’s Report Subject to Audit
January 2020 Project Fund Treasurer’s Report Subject to Audit
Authorize Payment of Claims
Authorize Payment of Project Fund Disbursements
Manager Pacovsky seconded the motion.

After discussion, a vote was taken and the motion was unanimously approved.

me o o

Manager DeBoer offered the following motion:

Move to approve the agenda with addition: Motion for District staff to draft and vet a
letter supporting the City of Albert Lea on their concerns regarding the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency’s (MPCA) Draft Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for the Shell Rock River.
Manager Pacovsky seconded the motion.

After discussion, a vote was taken and the motion was unanimously approved.

Administrator Andy Henschel welcomed Steven Jahnke, Public Works Director for the City of
Albert Lea. Steven Jahnke discussed the City of Albert Lea’s concern regarding the MPCA’s
Draft TMDL for the Shell Rock River. The assumptions in the plan would restrict the City’s
ability to grow.

Manager Bakken offered the following motion:
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Move to approve District staff to draft and vet a letter supporting the City of Albert Lea
on their concerns regarding the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s (MPCA) Draft Total
Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for the Shell Rock River.

Manager DeBoer seconded the motion.
After discussion, a vote was taken and the motion was unanimously approved.

Administrator Henschel explained that Governor Walz did not include the Shell Rock River
Watershed District’s $7.5 million Fountain Lake Restoration Project. Going forward it will be
important to have full support of the community rallying to encourage Sen. Sparks and Rep.
Bennett to not support a final bill without the Fountain Lake Restoration Project.

Administrator Henschel reported that the District’s dredge and associated equipment has sold.

Project/Program Manager, Courtney Phillips, provided an update on the Miller Tract Wetland
Restoration. Located east of Alden in the Wedge Creek Subwatershed, the project will create a
wetland for flood storage and habitat improvements. The Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage
Council (LSOHC) approved the SRRWD’s amendment change so the SRRWD will be working
with the US Fish and Wildlife Service on this project and using their federal match dollars
instead of our local contribution dollars that we had allocated. Engineering services will be
awarded at the following meeting.

Manager Bakken offered the following motion:
Move to introduce Resolution 2020-03 as follows:
Resolution 2020-03
Miller Tract Wetland Restoration
INITIATE PROJECT
2020-02

WHEREAS, The Shell Rock River Watershed District Board of Managers (“Board of
Managers”) pursues the mission of implementing reasonable and necessary improvements to the
water-related and other natural resources within its boundaries;

WHEREAS, The Shell Rock River Watershed District (the “District”) is charged with
implementing the Shell Rock River Watershed District Watershed Management Plan (the
“Plan”);

WHEREAS, project goals and objectives set forth in the Plan include:

e Improve water quality and clarity to District lakes
e Improve and enhance waterfowl habitat
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e Maintain efficient system and reduce transport of sediment, nutrients and pesticides into
surface waters through the drainage systems

e Minimize flood damage to property and preserve the function of the floodplain

e Restore and retain water upstream throughout the watershed

e Preserve existing rural and urban wetlands and encourage restoration and enhancement

WHEREAS, the District has pursued a comprehensive watershed approach to reduce
sedimentation and improve water quality including filter strips, rock inlets, nutrient management
systems, water and sediment basin installations, rough fish management practices, installation of
fish barriers, septic system inspections, stream bank and ditch restoration projects and the
installation of rain gardens.

THEREFORE be it hereby resolved that the Shell Rock River Watershed District:

Sec. 1: Initiates “Project No. 2020-02 Miller Tract Wetland Restoration”

Sec. 2: Authorizes District Staff to negotiate appropriate professional services agreements
to promote and complete Miller Tract Wetland Restoration efforts.

Sec. 3: Authorizes District Staff and the District’s attorney to negotiate with area
landowners for any necessary easement or fee title acquisition, subject to approval
by the Board.

Sec. 4: Authorizes District Staff to conduct work as needed to present this project to the
Board for review and public hearing as required by law.

Manager Pacovsky seconded the motion.
On a roll call vote, the following managers voted in favor of said resolution: Pacovsky, Bakken,
DeBoer, and Delger. Manager Delger declared the resolution passed.

Courtney Phillips gave an update on the One Watershed, One Plan. The Shell Rock and
Winnebago Planning area had their first Advisory Committee meeting on December 16, 2019 to
review issue statements, desired future conditions, and goals. The comments and modifications
were approved by the Policy Committee on February 5, 2020 and next steps, progress on
modeling, and GRAPS reports were discussed.

In Scott Christenson’s absence, Administrator Henschel explained the SRRWD Seasonal
Technician position.

Manager DeBoer offered the following motion:
Move to Advertise and Hire Seasonal Technician Not To Exceed $10,000.
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Manager Pacovsky seconded the motion.
After discussion, a vote was taken and the motion was unanimously approved.

Administrator Henschel gave an update on the Upper and Lower Twin Lake projects. The pump
station structure has been installed on Upper Twin Lake and the fish barrier has been installed on
Lower Twin Lake. Minger Construction, awarded both projects, will be back in the spring to
finish both projects including installing a box culvert and catwalk.

During Manager’s Reports, Manager Pacovsky invited the public to attend the Lakes Foundation
Lake Clean-Up event on May 2, 2020. A rain date has been schedule for May 9, 2020. More
information will be provided when it becomes available.

Upcoming meetings were discussed including the Annual meeting scheduled for April 16, 2020
at 6PM in the City Council Chambers. Manager Bakken requested an inventory of SRRWD
properties be presented at the Annual meeting.

Manager Bakken offered the following motion:
Move to adjourn the meeting.
Manager DeBoer seconded the motion.
After discussion, a vote was taken and the motion was unanimously approved.



