
  Agenda Item #  
  April 16, 2020 
 

 

1 
 
 

 

Shell Rock River Watershed District 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

March 10, 2020  

 

Managers present: Brad Kramer, Gary Pestorious, Mick Delger, Al Bakken, and Joe Pacovsky 

 

Managers absent: Mike Hanson and Dan DeBoer 

 

Chairman Delger called the Regular Meeting to order March 10, 2020 at 8:30 a.m. at the Albert 

Lea City Council Chambers, 221 East Clark Street, Albert Lea, MN 56007. 

 

Chairman Delger opened a public hearing for the 2-Stage Ditch Project on Judicial Ditch 9.  

Citizen Ed Nelson questioned who the petitioners are, the difference between repairs and 

improvements, and the tax implications.  After no further comments, the public hearing was 

closed.   

 

Manager Kramer offered the following motion: 

 Move to approve the consent agenda as follows:  

a. Minutes of the January 22, 2020 Citizen Advisory Committee 

b. Minutes of the February 11, 2020 SRRWD Monthly Board Meeting  

c. February 2020 Treasurer’s Report Subject to Audit 

d. February 2020 Project Fund Treasurer’s Report Subject to Audit 

e. Authorize Payment of Claims 

f. Authorize Payment of Project Fund Disbursements 

Manager Pacovsky seconded the motion. 

After discussion, a vote was taken and the motion was unanimously approved.   

 

Manager Pacovsky offered the following motion: 

Move to approve the agenda.    

Manager Bakken seconded the motion. 

After discussion, a vote was taken and the motion was unanimously approved.   

 

Administrator Andy Henschel referred to the Legislative Session Update from SRRWD lobbyist, 

Judy Erickson, and recapped the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council (LSOHC) bill that 

includes $2,237,000 for the Shell Rock River Watershed Habitat Restoration Program – Phase 

IX and the upcoming bonding request for an additional $7.5 million to complete Phase 3 of the 
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Fountain Lake Restoration project.  Andy plans to attend the Minnesota Association of 

Watershed District (MAWD) Day at the Capitol to meet with legislators regarding this request.   

 

Project/Program Manager, Courtney Phillips, provided information about the 2-Stage Ditch 

project on Judicial Ditch 9.  This project is in partnership with Freeborn County, funded through 

the Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) Targeted Watershed grant, and focuses on 

nutrient reduction and in-ditch storage.  Administrator Henschel read the definition of a ditch 

repair and ditch improvement.  Courtney reported that the Freeborn County will hold a public 

hearing on the project on March 17, 2020 at 8:45AM.   

 

Manager Pacovsky offered the following motion: 

 Move to introduce Resolution 2020-04 as follows: 

 

Resolution 2020-04 

BWSR Targeted Watershed Two Stage Ditch Project 

Approve Project Plan 

Project # 2017-02 

 

WHEREAS, The Shell Rock River Watershed District Board of Managers (“Board of 

Managers”) pursues the mission of implementing reasonable and necessary improvements to the 

water-related and other natural resources within its boundaries; 

 

WHEREAS, The Shell Rock River Watershed District (the “District”) is charged with 

implementing the Shell Rock River Watershed District Watershed Management Plan (the 

“Plan”); 

 

WHEREAS, on October 10, 2017, the District initiated the BWSR Targeted Watershed Two 

Stage Ditch Project by Resolution 2017-11;  

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Managers having reviewed the Project Plan, and has determined that 

approval of the Project Plan will further the objectives of the Plan. 

 

WHEREAS, the District has pursued a comprehensive watershed approach to reduce 

sedimentation and improve water quality including filter strips, rock inlets, nutrient management 

systems, water and sediment basin installations, rough fish management practices, installation of 

fish barriers, septic system inspections, stream bank and ditch restoration projects and the 

installation of rain gardens. 
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THEREFORE, the Board of Managers hereby finds that the project has the potential to promote 

the public interest and welfare, is practicable, and conforms to the watershed management plan 

as set forth above; 

 

 

NOW THEREFORE be it hereby resolved that the Shell Rock River Watershed District:  

 

Sec. 1:  Approves the Project Plan dated February 28, 2020 as presented by Jones, Haugh 

&       Smith; 

Sec. 2: Authorizes District Staff to conduct work as needed to present this project to the 

Board for review and public hearing as required by law. 

 

Manager Kramer seconded the motion.   

On a roll call vote, the following managers voted in favor of said resolution: Kramer, Pacovsky, 

Pestorious, and Delger.  Manager Bakken recused himself from the discussion and abstained 

from voting.  Chairman Delger declared the resolution passed.   

 

Manager Pacovsky offered the following motion: 

 Move to introduce Resolution 2020-05 as follows: 

 

Resolution 2020-05 

BWSR Targeted Watershed Two Stage Ditch Project 

Establishment 

Project # 2017-02 

 

WHEREAS, The Shell Rock River Watershed District Board of Managers (“Board of 

Managers”) pursues the mission of implementing reasonable and necessary improvements to the 

water-related and other natural resources within its boundaries; 

 

WHEREAS, The Shell Rock River Watershed District (the “District”) is charged with 

implementing the Shell Rock River Watershed District Watershed Management Plan (the 

“Plan”); 

 

WHEREAS, on October 10, 2017, the District initiated the BWSR Targeted Watershed Two 

Stage Ditch Project by Resolution 2017-11;  

 

WHEREAS, The Project Plan was forwarded to the Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) 

and Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for their review and comment and said comments 
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were received from BWSR by letter dated May 20, 2019 and from DNR by letter dated May 1, 

2019; 

 

WHEREAS, On March 10, 2020, by Resolution 2020-04, the Board of Managers approved the 

specifications for the Project (Final Project Plan); 

 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on March 10, 2020 to review the project plan; 

 

THEREFORE, the Board of Managers hereby finds that the proposed BWSR Targeted 

Watershed Two Stage Ditch Project has the ability to promote the public interest and welfare in 

conformity with the watershed management plans as set forth above. 

 

THEREFORE be it hereby resolved that the Shell Rock River Watershed District:  

 

 Sec. 1:   Establishes Project No. 2017-02 BWSR Targeted Watershed Two Stage Ditch 

Project; 

, 

 Sec. 2: Authorizes District Staff to complete the Project set forth in the Final Project 

Plan; 

 

 Sec. 3: Authorizes District Staff and the District’s attorney to obtain bids; request for 

approvals and enter into any other agreement or contracts necessary to complete the project.  

 

Manager Kramer seconded the motion.   

On a roll call vote, the following managers voted in favor of said resolution: Kramer, Pacovsky, 

Pestorious, and Delger.  Manager Bakken recused himself from the discussion and abstained 

from voting.  Chairman Delger declared the resolution passed.   

 

Courtney Phillips discussed the streambank restoration projects at the Headwaters Streambank 

Aquatic Management Area (AMA) and the Shell Rock River Waterfowl Production Area 

(WPA).  These projects are in conjunction with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 

(DNR) and is funded through Lessard Sams Outdoor Heritage Council (LSOHC).   

 

Manager Kramer offered the following motion: 

Move to Approve Engineering Services with Barr Engineering Co. for Headwaters 

Streambank Restoration (AMA) and Shell Rock River Streambank Restoration (WPA).    

Manager Pacovsky seconded the motion. 

After discussion, a vote was taken and the motion was unanimously approved.   
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Courtney Phillips discussed the option agreement with Carl Orr to purchase 80 acres east of 

Alden.    This Lessard Sams Outdoor Heritage Council (LSOHC) Habitat Restoration Program 

funded project will protect habitat and store water.   

 

Manager Pacovsky offered the following motion: 

Move to Enter into an Option Agreement with Carl Orr.   

Manager Kramer seconded the motion. 

After discussion, a vote was taken and the motion was unanimously approved.   

 

Administrator Andy Henschel introduced the new Ditch Inspector, Dave Clausen.   

 

Technical Specialist, Scott Christenson, discussed the status of the Upper and Lower Twin Lake 

projects.  The Upper Twin Lake pump station has been installed.  After road restrictions are 

lifted, the project can be completed.  The Lower Twin Lake fish barrier has been installed.  After 

road restrictions are lifted, the catwalk can be installed.  Floodplain restoration along the outlet 

of Lower Twin Lake is nearly complete. Lowering the floodplain elevation allows for more 

water storage capacity to reduce flooding.  Floodplain restoration is covered in straw to protect 

the soils from further erosion and help establish native plantings. 

 

During Manager’s Reports, Manager Pacovsky invited the public to attend the Lakes Foundation 

Lake Clean-Up event on May 2, 2020.  A rain date has been schedule for May 9, 2020.  More 

information will be provided when it becomes available.   Manager Bakken invited the SRRWD 

board mangers to attend the public hearing for the 2-Stage Ditch Project on Judicial Ditch 9 at 

the Freeborn County board room on March 17, 2020 at 8:45AM.  The Engineers Report will be 

address at the board meeting.   

 

Upcoming meetings were discussed including the April monthly board meeting and the Annual 

meeting scheduled for April 16, 2020 beginning at 6PM in the City Council Chambers.   

 

Manager Kramer offered the following motion: 

Move to adjourn the meeting.   

Manager Pacovsky seconded the motion. 

After discussion, a vote was taken and the motion was unanimously approved.   

  


