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BOARD MEETING
The Shell Rock River Watershed District Board of Managers hosted their

monthly board meeting on January 13, 2026, at 8:30 AM. The meeting was
recorded and uploaded to the District’s website. 

TAKE A KID ICE FISHING WEEKEND
Ice Fish for Free Weekend

Saturday, January 17 – Monday, January 19, 2026

Take a Kid Ice Fishing Weekend

Enjoy a fun winter tradition with the whole family! During Take a Kid Ice
Fishing Weekend, Minnesota residents may fish or spearfish without a
license when accompanied by a child age 15 or younger.
Make it a memorable weekend on the ice and catch some quality family
time together.

New to ice fishing?
Learn the basics of ice fishing and tips for catching different fish species
Explore helpful resources on our fishing page, including fishing basics,
where to fish, and current regulations

Bundle up, stay safe, and enjoy a free weekend of fishing with kids!

HOLD THE DATE
Join ISG for the fourth annual Future of Southern Minnesota Lakes

Conference! This dynamic event will highlight inspiring project successes,
expert-led lake restoration and water quality sessions, and case studies

from Southern Minnesota and throughout the Midwest. New this year is a
Lake Management Planning Workshop, designed to provide attendees with

actionable tools and strategies for effective planning. Connect with water
resource professionals, deepen your understanding of lake dynamics, and

gain practical knowledge to support healthy, thriving lakes in your
community.

Space is limited. Register by February 27, 2026, to secure your spot.

Winter Salt Week (January 26-30) is a collaboration of governmental and
non-governmental organizations across the United States and Canada.
Register for free featured 30-minute livestreams where experts will be

diving into chloride, effects, success stories, monitoring, leading change and
solutions to using less chloride. Participate in hour-long conversation tables
on January 30.  Register online to receive livestream links and session and

updates.

WINTER SALT WEEK

FOUNTAIN LAKE CHANNEL
RESTORATION

One of Albert Lea’s popular fishing spots, the Fountain Lake Channel, is slated
for improvements in the next few years thanks to funding from the Lessard

Sams Outdoor Heritage Council (LSOHC) and Legislative-Citizen Commission
on Minnesota Resources (LCCMR). Barr Engineering met with the Advisory
Committee this week to discuss design concepts for the project including

options for what a dam replacement would look like, streambank restoration
ideas, and possible locations for pedestrian bridges and fishing piers.
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