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BOARD MEETING
The Shell Rock River Watershed District Board of Managers will host their

next monthly board meeting on January 13, 2026, at 8:30 AM. 

ICE SAFETY
The DNR does not measure ice thickness on Minnesota lakes. Your safety is
your responsibility. Learn about the different ways to check ice thickness
before heading out.  Temperature, snow cover, currents, springs and rough
fish all affect the relative safety of ice. Ice is seldom the same thickness over
a single body of water; it can be two feet thick in one place and one inch
thick a few yards away. Ice is never 100% safe!

KEEP IT CLEAN CAMPAIGN

The SRRWD has joined the Keep It Clean Campaign.  The Keep It Clean
campaign addresses the growing problem of garbage and waste left on the
ice by anglers, campers, and recreationists. The Keep It Clean bill was
signed into law in May 2023, making it illegal to place garbage and waste
on or under the ice on Minnesota’s lakes and rivers.

Penalties: Violators may face a $100 fine plus administration and other
fees. 

Storage Requirements: All garbage must be stored in a container
secured to your shelter or vehicle before leaving the ice. 

Public Awareness: The law was introduced in response to concerns
about increasing litter on ice fishing sites. 

For more details, you can refer to the official legislation and guidelines
provided by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.

PODCAST
The Watershed is a podcast exploring stories about water and people from

communities throughout Minnesota. The Watershed is produced by We Are
Water MN, a partnership of the Minnesota Humanities Center, the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, Minnesota Historical Society,

University of Minnesota Extension, the Board of Water and Soil Resources,
and Minnesota Departments of Health, Agriculture, and Natural Resources

with support from the Clean Water, Land & Legacy Amendment and the
National Endowment for the Humanities.

AERATION
Lake aeration is the process of adding oxygen to a waterbody, typically
using mechanical systems such as bubblers, diffusers, or fountains. In

Minnesota, aeration is most commonly used during the ice-covered (winter)
season to reduce the risk of winterkill in fish populations and to help

maintain overall water quality. Aeration can also help protect structures
from ice damage during periods of ice heaves or expansion. 

Because aeration systems can create open water or thin ice areas, they pose
public safety risks and must be permitted and carefully managed. The
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) oversees the Lake

Aeration Program to ensure aeration systems are operated safely and are
environmentally responsible. According to

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/lakeaeration/index.html
 Active Lake Aeration Permits are Fountain Lake.  

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/safety/ice/check-ice-thickness.html
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