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BOARD MEETING

The Shell Rock River Watershed District Board of Managers will host their
next monthly board meeting on January 13, 2026, at 8:30 AM. To view the
agenda, please visit www.shellrock.org. Please note the closed session. The
meeting will be recorded and uploaded to the District’s website afterwards.

ONE TEASPOON
OF SALT POLLUTES
5 GALLONS OF WATER
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SMART SALTING

One teaspoon of salt can significantly affect lakes and aquatic ecosystems.
It can pollute five gallons of water, making it toxic to fish and other aquatic
life. Chloride from road salt and other sources can lead to salinization,
which harms freshwater fish and other organisms. Once in the water,
chloride is difficult to remove, and it can degrade aquatic ecosystems,
affecting the health of local wildlife and drinking water supplies. Here’s
some smart salting tips:

Shovel. The more snow and ice you remove manually, the less salt you
will have to use and the more effective it can be.

15 degrees (F) is too cold for salt. Most salts stop working at this
temperature. Use sand instead for traction, but remember that sand
does not melt ice.

Slow down. Drive for the conditions and make sure to give plow drivers
plenty of space to do their work. Consider purchasing winter (snow)
tires.

Apply less. More salt does not mean more melting. Use less than four
pounds of salt per 1,000 square feet. One pound of salt is approximately
a heaping 12-ounce coffee mug. Leave about a three-inch space
between granules. Consider purchasing a hand-held spreader to help
you apply a consistent amount.

Sweep up extra. If salt or sand is visible on dry pavement it is no longer
doing any work and will be washed away. Use this salt or sand
somewhere else or throw it away.

Act locally. Support local and state winter maintenance crews in their
efforts to reduce their salt use.

Promote smart salting. Work together with local government,
businesses, schools, churches, and nonprofits to find ways to reduce salt
use in your community.

WINTER SALT
WEEK 2026

WINTER SALT WEEK

Winter Salt Week (January 26-30) is a collaboration of governmental and
non-governmental organizations across the United States and Canada.
Register for free featured 30-minute livestreams where experts will be

diving into chloride, effects, success stories, monitoring, leading change and
solutions to using less chloride. Participate in hour-long conversation tables
on January 30. Register online to receive livestream links and session and
updates.

HOLD THE DATE —

2026 CONFERENCE

HOLD THE DATE

Join ISG for the fourth annual Future of Southern Minnesota Lakes
Conference! This dynamic event will highlight inspiring project successes,
expert-led lake restoration and water quality sessions, and case studies
from Southern Minnesota and throughout the Midwest. New this year is a
Lake Management Planning Workshop, designhed to provide attendees with
actionable tools and strategies for effective planning. Connect with water
resource professionals, deepen your understanding of lake dynamics, and
gain practical knowledge to support healthy, thriving lakes in your
community.

Space is limited. Register by February 27, 2026, to secure your spot.

HWY-14 TOUR STOP

OWATONNA, MN

FEBRUARY 17™ 2026
8:30 AM - 2:00 PM

TOREY'S RESTAURANT
208 N CEDAR AVE.
W OWATONNA, MN 55060
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STRIP TILL MAKES
DOLLARS AND SENSE

.

Free Event with Lunch Provided
CEUs Available

PAT DUNCANSON
. Patwill present on soil health as a whole and debunking myths
*  that are often associated with stri p-till, cover crops, etc. AGENDA

. - 8:30-8:50 Registration
RANDY DEPUYDT 5 m'x 8:50 - 9:00 Welcome/ice Breaker
Randy will be focusing on strip-till as a key componentina & i 9:00 - 10:00 Pat Duncanson
» Soil Health and Debunking Common Myths

regenerative ag system with observations from multiple points of view. ;
10:00 - 1015 Break

10:15 - 11:15 Randy Depuydt

* Strip-till in Regenerative Ag Systems
11:15 - 11:45 Q&A with Randy and Pat
11:45 - 12:30 Lunch

12:20 - 1115 Greg Entinger

* Strip-till Economics

1:15 - 2:00 Kristen Dieterman

* Rice Creek Project

Will be speaking about the Rice Creek Project and how practices
like strip-till and cover crops can directly affect the community.

SCAN QR CODE TO RSVP AND LEARN MORE

INFORMATION ABOUT THE PRESENTERS
You may also RSVP by calling 507-320-3728
or emailing Lindsey.Cornell@mn.nacdnet.net
*RSVP's due by Feb. 10th, 2026

MARTIN LUTHER KING
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