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BOARD MEETING
The Shell Rock River Watershed District Board of Managers will host their

monthly board meeting on November 10, 2025, at 8:30 AM.  Notice the
change of date due to the Federal holiday.  The meeting will be recorded

and available via https://www.shellrock.org/board-agendas.  

CONTINUING EDUCATION

MINNESOTA FALL COLORS
Find the fall colors forecast, best times to travel, and past years comparisons via

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/fall_colors/index.html.  

Fall is a good time to clean your rain barrel. Rain barrels should be stored in a
garage or shed or outside.

Drain the barrel completely.
Remove any debris in the barrel.
Use a long-handled brush to scrub the inside of the barrel with water and
detergent. Rinse with clean water. 
Store your rain barrel upside down or covered over the winter. Remove
the hose and screen and store them in a garage or shed. Make sure your
rain barrel is empty as any water left in the barrel may freeze, expand and
crack your rain barrel. 

Without a rain barrel in place, you’ll want to attach a temporary extension to
your downspout to direct any snowmelt or early rains away from your house
and sidewalks.

RAIN BARRELS

SRRWD Financial Technician, Carmen Christensen, and Natural Resource
Technician, Mike Wacholz, attend the 2025 BWSR Academy.   

The BWSR Academy is a three-day, cost effective, annual training event for
conservation-based local government staff. The event is centered around
90-minute interactive training sessions with opportunities for hands-on
learning by attendees. This emphasis on hands on training differentiates the
BWSR Academy from conferences, conventions or symposiums which are
primarily one-way delivery of information or research. The Academy
sessions deliver content that is directly applicable to LGU work “back home.”

Academy Goal
The goal of the BWSR Academy is to provide high quality training for local
government staff that maintains and improves the delivery of conservation
work and meets the shared expectations of BWSR and local resource
management boards.

Our priority is to offer training sessions that improve the technical skills and
administrative expertise useful in implementing BWSR-sponsored
programs or activities directly related to BWSR programs. The Academy
also offers sessions dedicated to value-added skills. These sessions focus on
building conservation skills but are not targeted to specific program
implementation needs.

Guiding Principles:
To provide a systematic training framework allowing LGU staff to
improve their performance in delivering local conservation
To be practical for LGU use
To be cost-effective for LGUs to attend
To increase governmental efficiency in delivering BWSR programs
To use hands-on learning and case studies, when appropriate, to
illustrate content
To promote peer-to-peer learning

WATER MONITORING
Natural Resource Technician, Mike Wacholz, reported that the water monitoring

season is complete including the removal of the water monitoring buoys on
Fountain Lake.  These real-time data buoys provided valuable information and link

to the District’s website.  This fall, Mike will compile the data into a Water
Monitoring Report.  

https://www.shellrock.org/adopt-a-drain

