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BOARD MEETING
The Shell Rock River Watershed District Board of Managers hosted their
monthly board meeting on November 10, 2025, at 8:30 AM.  The meeting

was recorded and is available via https://www.shellrock.org/board-agendas.  

FOUNTAIN LAKE 
CHANNEL RESTORATION

The Lessard Sams Outdoor Heritage Council met this week to review Draft
Accomplishment Plans.  The District’s Accomplishment Plan was approved

and moved forward in the legislative process.  The SRRWD has a proven
track record with the LSOHC and implementing projects that protect,

restore, and enhance natural resources.  

GRANT FUNDING

One of Albert Lea’s popular fishing spots, the Fountain Lake Channel, is slated
for improvements in the next few years thanks to funding from the Lessard

Sams Outdoor Heritage Council (LSOHC) and Legislative-Citizen Commission on
Minnesota Resources (LCCMR). Barr Engineering conducted field work this

week including a geomorphic survey along the channel. The engineers also met
with District staff to discuss plans, issues, goals, opportunities, and unique

features of the project. 

Minnesota Watersheds would like to extend a warm invitation to the 2025
Annual Conference + Trade Show scheduled December 3-5. This is an

excellent opportunity for managers, commissioners, staff, researchers,
experts, and consultants from all different areas (data collection, permitting,
construction, engineering, education and outreach, administration, etc.) to

share their knowledge and findings. The Annual Conference provides
Minnesota Watersheds members with opportunities for education and
training, peer-to-peer learning, and networking. Members participate in

regional caucuses and learn from vendors at the Trade Show. In addition,
members participate in the annual business meeting to adopt a budget

and choose the legislative priorities for the upcoming year.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE & 
TRADE SHOW

ADOPT A DRAIN
Its leaf drop season!  This fall, consider adopting a storm drain and remove

leaves and debris from drains to prevent water pollution.   

1. Adopt an available storm drain near you at http://adopt-a-drain.org if you
haven’t already (or feel free to adopt more if you already have an adopted

drain.)

2. Gather the tools you'll need. These might include gloves, rake, trash
grabber, dustpan, safety vest, bins for separating waste, yard and/or trash bag.

3. Collect and separate trash and recycling from the area around your
adopted drain.

4. Rake or sweep up leaves, sediment and sticks and place in compost or yard
waste bag.

PROJECT TOUR
SRRWD Board of Managers and staff attended a project tour this week.  The
team visited the Panicum Prairie Enhancement site and learned about the

strategies used to restore the native wetland.  Retaining water in the spring and
fall benefits the volume of water in the County Ditch System and provides

valuable food and cover for wetland wildlife species. Funding for this project
was made possible by the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council.  They also

visited the Owen’s Wetland Restoration, the Fountain Lake In-Lake Habitat
project, the Confined Disposal Facility, and many others project sites.  To learn

about these projects, please visit https://www.shellrock.org/projects.

WINTERIZE RAIN BARRELS

Detach the barrel from your downspout
Drain the water
Rinse or clean the inside
Turn the barrel upside down and store in a
garage, shed, or basement
Reattach the downspout

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fadopt-a-drain.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3tCyeyfVINE-HLDt96docIO_EpRXZcb0HyuvEMGdGnppNK-Rgtt9x1Zpk&h=AT1UH5aY8TWDwbcEApBfw49xKsdo8WzFCLlpamNEF_U8GPHQ5Fnoenzktj_q7qya1W0FuF5ItHGF-bPddRrx-30W4PqmqQAAELQEfgBK1X_iJdDRhCoNGQzUFN9OtWbJtrKv&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT1Nb_Kghxcyok_L-KlVxHQ3npSoOC_9pQfmssJZlzt4Yuw5qn3zslpdXeICXhvnFjKYHe93M8ZABCBdl9zeqinmsY_rgKSqbLOPszPTawTaD7O3gyfnHuJ180ikzc4mtkM2UzZfZ8pm1FwctP_agDuWieJdHcaAMe3NbC3TgXmnrNtQkdJqWJKy11I6_-BUbLVozaX8cPjJMQeUno_Xrd_tjQ

