
SRRWD staff, Leah Stadheim, reminds residents to clean off your storm drain
before April showers!  The Adopt-a-Drain program is a fun and important way

for people to help keep their community clean and protect local lakes and
rivers. When it rains, water flows into storm drains on streets and in

neighborhoods. Unlike water from sinks and toilets, stormwater does not go to
a treatment plant—it flows directly into nearby streams, rivers, and lakes. If
trash, leaves, or pet waste are left near drains, they can wash into the water

and cause pollution. 

The City of Albert Lea is offering an incentive for everyone who signs up and
commits to keeping their drain clean.  After signing up, please visit the Shell
Rock River Watershed District office to pick up your 2026 compost permit!

Sign up at www.shellrock.org.
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BOARD MEETING
The Shell Rock River Watershed District Board of Managers will host their

monthly board meeting on April 14, 2026, at 8:30 AM. There will be a public
hearing for the Sanderson Wetland Restoration.  The meeting will be recorded
and uploaded to the District’s website: www.shellrock.org.  Check out previous

agendas and minutes there too.  

GOOSE LAKE FISH BARRIER
Natural Resource Technician, Mike Wacholz, helped install the new retrofitted

equipment at the Goose Lake Fish Barrier.  

History: As part of the Goose Lake Reclamation, a fish barrier was installed on
Goose Creek during the winter of 2014-15 and is located on Green Lea Golf

Course. This barrier will control carp in Goose Lake by preventing the upstream
migration. Carp like to spawn in warm, shallow lakes like Goose Lake, so

preventing their movement from Fountain Lake to Goose Lake will eliminate
this breeding ground.

Carp and other bottom-feeding fish uproot and consume rooted aquatic
vegetation and disturb and re- suspend phosphorus rich sediments. The

resulting increase in turbidity reduces light penetration, which discourages
new native aquatic vegetation growth. The direct result of the project will be
improved aquatic habitat, waterfowl nesting, breeding and feeding habitat,

and improved water quality and clarity in Goose Lake and Fountain Lake.

LAKES CLEANUP AND 
MEDALLION HUNT

It’s time to show some love to our lakes AND have a little fun while doing it! 
April 25th is Albert Lea Lakes Cleanup Day! Help keep Albert Lea Lake and our

lakes clean, beautiful, and thriving for everyone to enjoy. 

 NEW THIS YEAR: Albert Lea Blue Zones Project Medallion Hunt!
As part of the cleanup, the Albert Lea Blue Zones Project is hiding 3 medallions

around the lakes! 
 Find a medallion while you’re out cleaning and you could score a fun prize!

This is the perfect way to:
 Get outside 

 Give back to the community 
 Spend time with friends & family 

And maybe win something along the way 
Bring your crew, lace up your walking shoes, and let’s make a difference

together!

ADOPT A DRAIN

The City of Albert Lea offers access to Fountain Lake via permits for dock
spaces on property owned by or under control of the city. Available dock

spaces open to the public for on a first-come, first-served basis:
6 a.m. Friday, April 10

Recreation Department, 701 Lake Chapeau Drive
Please have:

• Complete application
• Proof of insurance

• Fee of $185 for Albert Lea residents ($235 for others)
Watch the dock permit webpage for the map and instructions:

www.cityofalbertlea.org/dock-permits/.

DOCKS

https://www.facebook.com/BlueZonesProjectAlbertLea?__cft__[0]=AZbaIrDfOHqzMfe9v0BHQ1SQof7CtcqrDei1xIZUzEQqCum3zDoAGxoO6oODak7j5zBvUcAdPs1yv9VB4IoBsrMRA-Be-YsowlleimHEkLrLlCA0fI5ANYmFxRDjODfDccNRQe1q2TqKCt1GGqEcf2lHRJ3wurwF2-E94KVTfI-PTzsJczaovvJBH7RyKgVrR_w&__tn__=-]K-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cityofalbertlea.org%2Fdock-permits%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExcDNrbHJuZkEyeEFXRXQ5WXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7OHPTPpwlLS6NA1SAENxY01WKuGwB1M76UNHFS4oi6_kma5zgXeufAbQwdfw_aem_996oAdxynrmP1OyeM3XO2A&h=AT4Vwgh2tnz78GhBMRNUvqButvOCw37esDRflTHX9k1U94S8VZQ1W6y1Dk7JhGgDy5_tLVnLltCFU5iSi5W9Jw-Ze9ReTATsH_1JfQflEcPFiRBBZHX2f1tJ2Rwj4ZaRNpLsVRFfok4wQg&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT6uz7ifRTEw8ZQrje9FgesrZ_KQr9Nzm2Z-r39lpB1lt9mJpADDMhtwEpP6SpcfJBEJ714yyfsZC8N6BXE3HCvwvhCvmRYryqJWdDjR1OcEp2V5ePBgo-XRwvR5ASo9VKw6DL-dW4MlpqJP7-cX2mNhSLMkkV9uabbmDESqXg
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