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SRRWD BOARD MEETING
The Shell Rock River Watershed District Board of Managers hosted their monthly
board meeting on June 9, 2026.  The meeting is available to watch on the District’s
Facebook page, YouTube channel, and website www.shellrock.org.  

The Board of Managers typically meet on the second Tuesday of each month at
8:30 a.m. at the District office, located at 305 S. 1st Avenue, Albert Lea, MN 56007.
Meeting dates in 2026 include: January 13, February 10, March 10, April 14, May 12,
June 9, July 14, August 11, September 8, October 13, November 10, and December 8.  

FREE PARK DAY
Free Park Day is this Saturday, June 13, 2026!

Celebrate National Get Outdoors Day this Saturday by visiting a Minnesota state
park or recreation area. On Saturday, all Minnesota state park or recreation areas
are free to enter, all day, no vehicle entry permits needed. Spend time in nature

by packing a picnic, going on a hike, or enjoying a waterfront view. There's a state
park or recreation area within 30 miles of most Minnesotans, so take this

opportunity to explore someplace new or rediscover an old favorite!
There's a Free Park Day in every season! Learn more about Free Park Day on our

website: mndnr.gov/freeparkdays

SALES TAX
Albert Lea’s proposed extension of its half-cent local option sales tax will not
appear on the ballot this fall after the measure was excluded from the tax bill
approved by the Legislature.

Because legislative approval is required before voters can consider the extension,
the city and Shell Rock River Watershed District may have to wait until the 2028
election to bring the question forward, delaying the process by a year.

Watershed District Administrator Andy Henschel said the delay could slow some
projects. While current work remains funded, the tax will need to be renewed
within the next two years to support the district’s long-term plans. He added
that communities across Minnesota share the frustration, as no new local sales
tax questions have been approved by the Legislature in the past three years.

LEADERSHIP GRADUATION
SRRWD staff, Leah Stadheim, recently graduated from the Albert Lea-
Freeborn County leadership program which provides participants an
intense look at business, agriculture, politics, education, quality of life,
health care, human services, public safety and diversity of our
community. 

LEADERSHIP Albert Lea-Freeborn County consists of ten sessions the 2nd
Tuesday of every month. Participation in the program requires a serious
commitment of time and energy. Participants meet for a full day each
month, meeting September through June. In addition, a three hour
evening kickoff event is held in August. Selected applicants will be
expected to meet the following commitments:

Attend all program sessions
Arrive on time and attend the entirety of each session
Give a 10-minute presentation at June graduation

Please contact the Chamber of Commerce if you are interested in
participating in the next session!

SUMMER TOUR
We are excited to announce that the 2026 Minnesota Watersheds Summer Tour
is heading to beautiful Detroit Lakes this August! 

This year’s event is going to be truly special as we team up with an amazing
group of partners: the Red River Watershed Management Board, Wild Rice
Watershed District, Pelican River Watershed District, Red River Retention
Authority, and the Board of Water and Soil Resources.

Even better, we have a major reason to celebrate—the Red River Watershed
Management Board is marking its 50th anniversary! We couldn’t be more excited
to honor this incredible milestone with all of you. You won’t want to miss this
momentous occasion!

ADOPT A DRAIN
Storm drains flow directly to local lakes, rivers, and wetlands, acting as a
conduit for trash and organic pollutants. The Adopt-a-Drain program asks
residents to adopt a storm drain in their neighborhood and keep it clear of
leaves, trash, and other debris to reduce water pollution. Volunteer fifteen
minutes, twice a month, for cleaner waterways and healthier communities.
Sign up at www.shellrock.org.
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