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SRRWD ANNIVERSARY

Established on June 25, 2003, at the request of local citizens, the Shell Rock
River Watershed District (SRRWD) has spent the past 23 years protecting and
improving the natural resources of Freeborn County. Covering approximately

246 square miles, the District works to improve water quality, restore
wetlands, reduce flooding and erosion, enhance wildlife habitat, protect
lakes and streams, and partner with local communities on projects
throughout the watershed.

As we celebrate 23 years of service, we extend our sincere thanks to everyone
who has supported our mission. Your partnership has helped improve water
quality, healthier habitats, and a stronger watershed for generations to
come. Here's to many more years of working together to protect and
preserve the Shell Rock River Watershed.

BOARD MEETING

The Shell Rock River Watershed District Board of Managers will host their
monthly board meeting on July 14, 2026. Before the meeting, Freeborn County
Administrator Aeschliman will swear in the newly appointed managers,
beginning their three-year term. The Freeborn County Commissioners
appointed Wesley Dahl and Mike Lee. Pictured above are last year's
reappointments, Mick Delger, Dan DeBoer, and Alan Bakken. The meeting is
available to watch on the District’'s Facebook page, YouTube channel, and

website www.shellrock.org.

The Board of Managers typically meet on the second Tuesday of each month at
8:30 a.m. at the District office, located at 305 S. 1st Avenue, Albert Lea, MN
56007. Meeting dates in 2026 include: January 13, February 10, March 10, April
14, May 12, June 9, July 14, August 11, September 8, October 13, November 10,
and December 8.
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Shell Rock River Watershed District

TOTAL VOLUME REMOVED DREDGE AREA COVERED

Project total Project total

65,503 421,126

cubic yards. square feet.
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WHAT IS A SLURRY? Z= | PUMPED TO THE CONFINED DISPOSAL
A slurry is a mixture of dredged | FACILITY NORTH OF THE AIRPORT
material (sediment) and water. ‘
The dredge pumps this mixture
through a pipeline.

Almost Total project
3 MILLION | so far is over
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OPERATIONS NEXT WEEK
for the Holiday.

WHERE IS THE DREDGE NOW? WHAT'S NEXT?

THE DREDGE MOVES SLOWLY.

In some areas there's "
only 4 inches of water!

N

Right now the dredge is in Bancroft Bay
near Bancroft Creek. Expect it to be
there for 5 weeks.

By the middle of August, the dredge
should be in the channel north of the bridge.

All docks should be removed to get
the best results. When you see the
dredge approaching that area, prepare
for dock removal.

The channel south of the bridge
will be dredged next year.

Dock owners south of the bridge
do not have to remove their docks
this year.

ADOPT
A STORM Protect local

DRAIN waterways

ADOPT A DRAIN YMCA OUTREACH

The SRRWD recently visited the local YMCA and taught children how storm
drains connect directly to our lakes, rivers, and wetlands. After learning why
it's important to keep them clear of leaves and trash, the kids rolled up their
sleeves and cleaned several storm drains in the community!

The Adopt-a-Drain program asks residents to adopt a storm drain in their
neighborhood and keep it clear of leaves, trash, and other debris to reduce
water pollution. Volunteer fifteen minutes, twice a month, for cleaner
waterways and healthier communities. Sign up at www.shellrock.org.
Afterwards, pick up your yard sigh and compost permit at the District office:
305 S 1st Ave,, Albert Lea, MN 56007
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August 25 - 26

SUMMER TOUR

We are excited to announce that the 2026 Minnesota Watersheds Summer Tour
is heading to beautiful Detroit Lakes this August!

This year’'s event is going to be truly special as we team up with an amazing
group of partners: the Red River Watershed Management Board, Wild Rice
Watershed District, Pelican River Watershed District, Red River Retention
Authority, and the Board of Water and Soil Resources.

Even better, we have a major reason to celebrate—the Red River Watershed
Management Board is marking its 50th anniversary! We couldn’t be more excited

to honor this incredible milestone with all of you. You won’t want to miss this
momentous occasion!

HAPPY
JULY 4TH!

Our office will be closed
Friday, July 3

.
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