WATERSHED WEEKLY

JULY 17, 2026 WWW.SHELLROCK.ORG
O RIKIINIG =¥
)V 7.E 2 e )
oo . |

at
£

Ttz W
if .

& £
o

= A

BOARD MEETING

The Shell Rock River Watershed District Board of Managers hosted its monthly
board meeting on July 14, 2026. Before the meeting, Freeborn County
Administrator Aeschliman swore in the newly appointed managers, beginning
their three-year terms. The Freeborn County Commissioners appointed Wesley
Dahl and Mike Lee. A public hearing to review the Upper Twin WMA Wetland
Restoration was also on the agenda. The meeting is available to watch live on
the District’'s Facebook page, YouTube, or at www.shellrock.org.
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DREDGING UPDATE

Dredging operations are currently underway in North Bancroft Bay and
are expected to continue in this area for approximately 7-8 weeks.

Dock Removal Notice

Property owners with docks located within the red circled area on the
map, or horth of the Richway Dr. bridge, should remove their docks by
September 1, 2026.

Removing docks will:
Improve safety during dredging operations.
Allow the contractor to achieve the maximize sediment removal.

The dredge will maintain approximately a 30-foot setback from shore.
While docks may not interfere directly with dredging, temporary dock
removal is still strongly recommended to improve safety and avoid
potential conflicts with equipment.

Area Not Being Dredged
The area east of the Greenwood Drive bridge (marked with the red X on
the map) will not be dredged as part of this project.

Thank you for your cooperation and patience as this important water
quality improvement project continues.
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ADOPT A DRAIN

This week, another community member joined the Shell Rock River
Watershed District's Adopt-a-Drain program by adopting a neighborhood
storm drain. Storm drains carry rainwater directly to local lakes, rivers, and

wetlands, so keeping them free of leaves, trash, and other debris helps
prevent pollution from reaching our waterways. Volunteers spend as little as
15 minutes twice a month clearing their adopted drain and tracking the
debris they collect to show the collective impact of the program. Interested in
making a difference in your neighborhood? Sign up to Adopt-a-Drain online
and pick up your yard sigh and compost permit at the District office, located
at 305 S. 1st Ave. in Albert Lea.
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DUCKWEED

What is duckweed? The rapidly growing aquatic plant thrives in ponds,
marshes, lakes and quiet streams due to the presence of nutrients.
Duckweed is one of the smallest flowering plants in the world. Duckweed
does not have stems or leaves. It has a round, slightly oval-shaped body,
called a "frond." Fronds tend to grab each other, forming the thick mats.
Duckweed is often mistaken for algae since they're both green and cover
water surfaces. Duckweed is a food source for many birds and fish,
especially ducks, as its name would suggest. Duckweed provides shelter
and protection for aquatic animals, such as frogs, snakes, fish, insects,
crustaceans, and others. Duckweed is also a sign of a healthy lake as it
needs good water clarity to grow. It is safe to swim in a lake with duckweed.

During one inch of rainfall, a
rain barrel can gatherup to a
nalf-gallon of water per
square foot of roof.
Rainwater collection is an
efficient way to conserve
water and reduce
stormwater runoff. Make use
of stored rainwater and see a
reduction in your water bills.

Rain Barrels for Sale
$84.00
Ask about cost share program!
www.shellrock.org
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