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The Shell Rock River Watershed District Board of Managers will hold their
monthly board meeting on Tuesday, September 8, 2026 at 8:30 AM.  As part of
the meeting, the Board will hold a public hearing to review and consider the
District’s proposed 2027 budgets and levy.  To view the public hearing notice

and preliminary budget and levy totals, please visit www.shellrock.org/notices.
The meeting will be streamed live on the District’s Facebook page. A recording
will also be available following the meeting at www.shellrock.org and on the

District’s YouTube channel.

BOARD MEETING

DREDGING UPDATE
This week, the SRRWD hosted the Albert Lea-Freeborn County Chamber
of Commerce Ambassadors for a behind-the-scenes tour of the Fountain
Lake Restoration Project’s Confined Disposal Facility (CDF).

Hydraulic dredging removes phosphorus-rich sediment from the lake
bottom, helping reduce the potential for phosphorus to be released back
into the water. The dredged material is then pumped through miles of
pipe to the CDF, where the sediment settles and the water is ultimately
returned to the lake system.

And this is a BIG operation! 👇

💧 4+ million gallons of dredge slurry pumped per day
〰️ 13,000 feet of pipe
🏗️ About 200 cubic yards removed per hour
🚜 2,400–4,000 cubic yards removed per day
🌊 190,000 cubic yards removed so far this phase
⏱️ 20–45 minutes for material to travel from the hydraulic dredge suction
to its final output at the Confined Disposal Facility.

The CDF itself spans more than 100 acres across three engineered cells!

So, where is all that material coming from right now? Bancroft Bay!

Dredging is currently underway in Bancroft Bay, where the operator is
encountering mostly silts and fine sand. The dredge is expected to move
into the channel area (pictured above) in the coming weeks.

⚠️ DOCK REMINDER: Property owners north of the Richway Dr. bridge
with docks in the dredging area are asked to remove them. Temporary
dock removal helps improve safety, reduces potential conflicts with
equipment, and allows the contractor to maximize sediment removal.
The dredge will maintain approximately a 30-foot setback from shore.

Need help removing your dock? Local contractors include:
🔹 321 Outdoors – Brody Page: 507-402-1448
🔹 Lakeside Docks – Nate Oldenburg: 218-820-6698
🔹 Bayside Ski: 507-402-7858

RAIN BARREL WINNERS!
A big congratulations to Jacqui Richter, Ryan Walters, Krista

Johnson, Eric Pryor, Patrick Moore, and Justin Benjegerdes. You’ve
been randomly selected as our lucky rain barrel winners! Please pick

up your rain barrel at the SRRWD!
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